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We have authorized him to commence such planning, but it is not 
expected to begin until next week. In the meantime, the joint Chiefs 
have responded to the President's request for actions which would 
involve the minimum of escalation with the maximum of political 
effect. In a memorandum QCSM 639-64) 3 the Chiefs have listed a 
number of possible air actions against infiltration targets in the Pan- 
handle and in North Vietnam. They have also proposed armed recon- 
naissance across the Laos border in units up to battalion strength, 
accompanied by U.S. advisors. A copy of this memorandum has been 
sent to Ambassador Taylor for his personal use in preparing for the 
planning exercise. 

The Chiefs' memorandum represents, in my opinion, a very sig- 
nificant step forward, since it gives their tentative approval to the very 
limited kinds of actions which we may want to use in the event Hanoi 
steps things up, or in the event we need a low key military accompani- 
ment to our diplomatic activities concerning Laos. 
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